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Innovative 
leader 
in the  
industry

Treats
employees
with respect

Has loyal 
employees

Is socially
responsible

Work culture 
values 
aligned

1 – Novozymes (Bagsvaerd, Denmark) ✓ ✓ ✓

2 1 Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (Tarrytown, NY) ✓ ✓ ✓

3 2 Novo Nordisk (Bagsvaerd, Denmark) ✓ ✓ ✓

4 4 Vertex Pharmaceuticals (Boston, MA) ✓ ✓ ✓

5 – Alexion Pharmaceuticals (Cheshire, CT) ✓ ✓ ✓

6 3 Genentech (South San Francisco, CA) ✓ ✓ ✓

7 – Moderna Therapeutics (Cambridge, MA) ✓ ✓ ✓

8 8 Roche—excluding Genentech (Basel, Switzerland) ✓ ✓ ✓

9 6 Monsanto Company (Creve Coeur, MO) ✓ ✓ ✓

10 7 AbbVie (North Chicago, IL) ✓ ✓ ✓

11 5 Eli Lilly and Company (Indianapolis, IN) ✓ ✓ ✓

12 15 Celgene Corporation (Summit, NJ) ✓ ✓ ✓

13 – Biocon (Bangalore, India) ✓ ✓ ✓

14 12 Abbott (Abbott Park, IL) ✓ ✓ ✓

15 13 Boehringer Ingelheim (Ingelheim, Germany) ✓ ✓ ✓

16 16 Bayer (Leverkusen, Germany) ✓ ✓ ✓

17 20 Merck KGaA (Darmstadt, Germany) ✓ ✓ ✓

18 10 Biogen (Cambridge, MA) ✓ ✓ ✓

19 – Gilead (Foster City, CA) ✓ ✓ ✓

20 – Bristol-Myers Squibb (New York, NY) ✓ ✓ ✓

with respect,” “has loyal employees,” “is socially responsible,” 
and has a “work culture aligned” with employees’ values (see 
Driving Characteristics table, page TK). 

The 2015 survey included a way for respondents to rank the 
biggest advantages to working in the biopharma industry. Workers 
voted “innovation” solidly as #1, followed by “working with smart 
colleagues” and “excellent compensation and benefits” as a close 
#2 and #3, respectively. Interestingly, workers ranked having the 
funding and resources for research projects as a more distant #4. 

Companies meeting those challenges adeptly and fulfilling 
those advantages include Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Incorpo-
rated (#2), Novo Nordisk (#3), Vertex Pharmaceuticals (#4), Ge-
nentech (a member of the Roche group) (#6), Monsanto Company 
(#9), and AbbVie (#10), which round out the top 10 employers (see 
chart above for full top 20 list). 

The comeback company
BMS’s comeback as a top employer after last appearing on 

the list in 2007 is no mere coincidence. That period aligns with 
a company-wide makeover, during which BMS made a series of 
decisions to turn around a firm that had become one of the least 
profitable in the industry. 

Mackay ticks off the impressive results that patients and their 
families have experienced: “Babies breathing on their own, chil-
dren growing at normal rates, even playing sports—this is the 
daily drive we have at Alexion.”

What makes top employers shine?
Each year, Science Careers commissions a survey to identify 

the top employers in the biotechnology and pharmaceutical in-
dustry and to determine the characteristics that best describe a 
top employer. This year, the results are based on 5,700 responses 
to a web-based survey deployed by e-mail (see Survey Methodol-
ogy online at www.sciencecareers.org/topemployers2015).

The vast majority of respondents are scientists working in areas 
of basic or applied research and development (see Survey Demo-
graphics box, page TK). Of the one-fifth of respondents likely to 
seek a new job in the next year, more than half will do so to seek 
career advancement or new opportunities. Human resources of-
ficers at top firms are not surprised—they say employees place a 
higher emphasis on career development than total compensation.

In selecting the best companies, respondents yet again chose 
“innovative leader” as the top-driving characteristic. A top em-
ployer is also defined as an organization that “treats employees continued>

The 20 companies with the best reputations as employers and the top three driving 
characteristics for each company, according to respondents in the 2015 survey 
undertaken for the Science/AAAS Custom Publishing Office. The companies without 
a 2014 rank did not receive enough mentions to qualify or did not receive a high 
enough ranking during the 2014 survey.

Top twenty 
employers
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